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Abstract

The variant rulings and opinions of Muslim jurists and scholars are often determind
by so many different factors among which variant recitation of the verses of the
Glorious Quran is one of the most inportant of them, the fact that it relates to the
most important primary source of Islam which is the Glorious Quran. Some verses of
the Glorious Quran were confirmed to be recited in different linguistic forms
received from the prophet SAW in authentic nirations. This paper is an effort to
study the impact of the most authentic category of variant recitations known as
‘Mutawatir recitations’” which is the only category unanimously agreed by the
scholars of this field to be refered to as Quran. The ulema are in agreement to the
effect that the entire text of the Qur’an is Mutawatir, meaning that its authenticity is
proven by universally accepted testimony. Hence nothing less that Mutawatir is
accepted in evidence to establish the authenticity of the variant readings of the
Qur'an. Some majour cases involving this category were discussed while
concentrating solely on the variant recitation as evidences in those cases without
going into details of other evidences provided by the jurists in the cases, the study
lead to a conclusion that these recitations played significant role in determining the
juristic rulings of those cases, adding to the fact that whenever jurists differ in their
rulings and opinions there has to be a solid basis for that and that it is erroneous to
believe they differ on selfish basis.
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